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“Inventing is bringing together two objects that are  so different, so remote from each other, that nobo dy in the world 
could imagine such combination! 
Understanding is admitting such unexpected combinat ion and immediately sensing the meaning of the new object and 
of the pairing.”  
Jean Cocteau, ‘Past tense’  8 July 1953 
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More that 25 years of experience;  
capturing, cultivating the beautiful and bringing i t into the world of interior architecture! 

 
 

It all started in 1981…  
Hailing from two particular and singular worlds, Ch ristine Borella and Nicola Borella draw the value o f their 
creativity from both their difference and complemen tarity. 
Nicola Borella, born in Switzerland, sociologist, s tage designer, Interior Architect (C.F.A.I) has cre ated sets and 
designs for theatre, opera and television mostly in  Great-Britain. After working in the Middle-East, E urope and 
Paris, in a major interior architecture agency, Nic ola Borella has joined Christine Borella within Bor ella Art Design. 
During a conference in Paris at the salon ELEC in 2 002, he explained how to look for and find the harm ony of a 
place by using light almost has the sole “accessory ”!  
Christine Borella, Interior Architect (C.F.A.I) bor n in Paris, board member then the President of the European 
Council of Interior Architects, has become the amba ssador and specialist of European interior architec ture.   
From Beijing (2005) to Barcelona (1998), from Bomba y (2003) to Hanover (2004), she embodies the experi ence 
and expertise of the agency. 
The last symposium in China in 2005, at the: Tsingh ua University of Architecture in Beijing, on the “i nfluence of 
design in European interior architecture”, was larg ely followed by professionals, professors and Chine se 
students.  
 

“We are a cultural blend with classical training. O ur experience, our roots give us solid foundations to help our 
clients see beyond, to bring them out of their worl d and lead them into a process of innovation or 
transformation. 
We are always on the look-out for the latest trends  and materials, yet we distance ourselves from the height of 
fashion. This dichotomy creates an inventive and vi sionary movement.”  
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Interior architects belong to the Ideas men family.  
 They draw spaces within volumes with a specific ai m. The more studied, elaborated and structured the 

concept, the better the result. 
 
 
 

More than just an agency…  
Borella Art Design, orchestrated by Christine and N icola Borella, is a dedicated team engaging in cutt ing-edge 
creation for luxury hotels, restaurants, high-end s hops and the tertiary sector, an entity greatly app reciated by 
the profession.  
For each project, the agency’s architects and desig ners imagine, elaborate, create and design a concep t 
that is always unique and original .  “A good concept tells a story, takes you places…  ”  
At Borella Art Design, “the client is involved in the creative process”.  Together, they discuss the place, the 
identity, the scenery, …  
“We address the decor of a restaurant, of a hotel b y asking ourselves: what do we want to convey? What  do 
we want to bring to this place? For whom and for wh at? Our wish is to be meaningful; our work is to fi nd the 
essence and the poetry of a place to better reveal it. ”
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As for creativity, technical skills are for these p rofessionals, the keystone of a well-crafted projec t. Always at the 
service of an idea, a concept, technology meets as much functional needs of well-being, as wishes to r elax or 
daydream for customers. It may be more visual comfo rt, better isolation or high-tech multi-media equip ment... 
 
“The technical aspect complements each idea, it is very much part of our work. We organise ourselves t o 
ensure that everything converges towards achieving the project, contractors bring their expertise but we are 
the ones setting the stage.” 
 
Light in all its complexity and intangible value is  for Christine Borella and Nicola Borella a major s ource of 
inspiration and a primary tool in their thinking-pr ocess. To create living spaces and soothing atmosph eres, they 
play with light and shadow. “We do a lot of stage design by focusing on light. We strive to find a balance 
between the functional aspect, comfort, the showcas ing of the scenery and last but not least, the plac e and 
time of day, because from dawn until dusk, whether in Paris, Tokyo, the French Riviera or the Alps, th e light is 
never quite the same! ” 
 
Light to create intimacy, to create a link between outside and inside, but also to give rhythm and bri ng 
harmony to elements and objects.  “We are always looking for a symphony of materials,  colours and 
shapes. When we strike a balance, the place is aliv e, it tells a story, it vibrates, something is taki ng place. When 
we go inside, we feel good, relaxed, at home; it se ems as though objects were talking to each other.”  
Harmony requires high standards in every minute det ail: “attention to detail is an essential part of the be auty of 
things! Everything has been thought of” , state Christine Borella and Nicola Borella.   
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Borella Art Design…is the art of living ‘à la franç aise’, celebrating 27 years  
of experience, one team, concepts, travels, passion s, aspirations and 

fulfilled dreams ! 
 
 

A creative moment!  
At Borella Art Design, “we take charge of everything from structural to fi nishing works; we are the owners of the 
project as a whole . ”  Each assignment is a new beginning, a place where a new adventure unfolds, where 
each partner, drawer, taps into its internal world,  dreams, travels, etchings, photo albums, all kinds  of images 
borrowed from life.  
 
Their passion is their profession and the unfailing  value of their collective work.  
“Each has a different outlook on the same project. Each idea is analysed, studied and polished by the whole 
team. Whether it is a cafeteria, bedroom, reception , any project that comes to light, it is the result  of a long 
thinking-process, of dialogue and bliss... ”    
 
It is during these collective creative moments that  the unexpected, THE idea, the guiding thread sprin g up, it is 
at this precise moment that the project grows, find s its identity, its particular quality. These brain storming 
sessions give birth to a significant element, 'an e vent', which meets the eye and leaves an imprint on  our 
memory. “We divert objects, we play with shapes and materia ls, we bring about the unexpected; it may be 
the idea of reproducing the ripple of waves in a be droom or the fantasy of placing gigantic vases in a  
cafeteria. “If we reach a harmony, we are fulfilled . ”  
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Borella Art Design creates a world,  
an invitation to explore new, unique, different hor izons, an ‘ art de vivre’.  

It may be a bedroom, bathroom, bar, restaurant, lux ury hotel or a well-being space. 
 

 
Two recent and prestigious achievements designed an d carried out by Christine Borella and Nicola Borel la 

 

- The Hotel, Relais & Châteaux, “Hôtel le Club de C avalière & Spa”. ****  
Fourteen years ago, this luxury hotel had been enti rely renovated by Christine Borella and Nicola Bore lla in a 
Provencal/seaside style, “awakened” by warm tones a nd painted wood.  “At the time, we had drawn our 
inspiration from islands; it was our way of telling  the story of these paradises on earth.” 
 
Years have gone by, clients have changed, and crite ria related to well-being are no longer the same. T he 
hotel owners have once again called on Borella Art Design to tell a “new story” in this magical place on the 
waterfront. The space has been entirely redesigned;  the bathrooms have been expanded and have become 
a prime space for relaxation.  
“The hotel clients often come from abroad and look forward to a French flavour. Bearing that in mind, we 
have created four different ambiances all inspired by the neighbouring seafront. ”  
Each space conveys a peaceful, refined, colourful a mbiance in line with the 'douceur de vivre’ of the French 
Riviera.  
Hi-fi systems, plasma displays, are part of the dec or and are common requirements and expectations fro m 
luxury hotels clients. 
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In the blue room with contemporary flower patterns,  the traveller will “dive into” the blue and the te pid waters 
of the Mediterranean Sea….rocked by a bed designed with tender loving care! 
Another bedroom… Each object, colour and fabric rad iates the exquisite beauty of Provence. The corrido rs, 
adorned with the terra cota colours of Provence, ar e blended with cordage. A subtle layout of suspende d 
luminaire creates soft lighting, resembling rays of  sunshine reflecting on the sand or sea.  
The suites in the waterfront villas are in complete  harmony with the surrounding natural environment. When 
designing the suites, Christine Borella and Nicola Borella expressed their wish to use the Mediterrane an Sea as 
the sole “thread” of their design.   
Whether lying in bed, seating in the living room or  in front of the bathroom mirror, the traveller is staring at the 
blue of the sea, like a soothing presence. The Medi terranean Sea never leaves the place. The illusion of sand is 
unveiled by matching tones of white and light and d ark shades of beige. The curtains and woodwork with  
undulated patterns are reminiscent of the lapping o f sea waves.  

 
“We have several interpretations of interior archit ecture. We blend various styles; we are the James J oyce of 
architecture. The new hotel features reproduce the refinement, elegance and preciosity of the waterfro nt. ” 

 
 
 

-  The Spa from the Hotel Relais & Châteaux, “Grand  Cœur Hotel & Spa”**** in 
Méribel  
Located at the bottom of the slopes, this tradition al Savoyard log mountain cabin from the fifties is now a 
luxury hotel. Designed and achieved by Christine Bo rella and Nicola Borella, the Spa is an endearing a nd 
enveloping space: “a SPA must be adapted to the character of the plac e, it is fundamental to create unique 
and rare spaces to retain customer loyalty.”  
The inside is the continuity of the outside.  Here,  in a nature-friendly environment, the Savoyard fir  wood 
panelling of the massage rooms retains delightful a nd invigorating warmth.  
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Christine Borella and Nicola Borella pay a lot of a ttention to detail in every project that they under take. The 
window displays are framed with white cornices as i f covered in fresh snow. A delicate frieze engraved  on 
glazed doors recalls the purity of shapes that appe ar in the clear, blue and frozen mountain skies. 
The tiled glass mosaic hammam, coming straight out of The Tales from the Thousand and One Nights, is 
stunning.  A clever interplay of dimmed lights brin gs out the dazzling beauty of the place; green and gold like 
the mountains in the summer or the golden shimmer o f Christmas trees in the winter.  
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Borella Art Design is a specialized team —  
orchestrated by Christine Borella and Nicola Borell a — 

in design, creation, renovation of luxury hotels an d restaurants, government ministries, high-end shop s and 
companies.

REFERENCES 
 
Relais & Châteaux 
Hôtel le Club de Cavalière & Spa****  F (83) Cavalièr e 
Hôtel le Grand Cœur & Spa****  F (74) Méribel 
Hôtel le Rosalp****    CH - Verbier Suisse 
Hôtel le Cagnard****   F (06) Cagnes s/mer 
Hôtel Château de Montcaud****   F (30) Bagnols s/Cèze  
 
Hotel chains 
Châteaux & Hôtels de France 
Relais du Silence – Château Laroque ***   F (32) Gim ont 

en Gascogne 
Best Western – Hôtel de Dieppe***  F (76) Rouen 
Hôtel groupe Forte Grande Bretagne 
 
Golf & Country Châteaux  
Château de Chailly ****    F (21) Chailly sur  
 Armançon 
Château des Vigiers****    F (24) Monestier 

 
Independent Hôtel  
Hôtel Mayfair****  F (75) Paris 
Hôtel Ermitage des Loges*** F (78) Saint Germain 

 en Laye 

 

 
 
Restaurants 
Restaurant fermette Marbeuf   F (75) Paris 
Restaurant la Vieille Fontaine   F (83) Le Lavandou 
Restaurant Jardin de Montcaud   F (30) Sabran 
Restaurant le Saint-Exupéry  F (78) Saint Germain  
 en Laye 
Restaurant les Fresques    F (24) Monestier 
Restaurant Stéphane Derbord F (21) Dijon 
Restaurants l’Armançon  
et le Rubillon    F (21) Pouilly en  
 Auxois 
 
French Ministries   F (75) Paris 
 
Other references 
Union des maisons de Champagne F (51) Reims 
Ordre des coteaux de Champagne F (51) Reims 
Champagne Deutz  F (51) Ay 
Champagne Perrier Jouet  F (51) Epernay 
 


